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Treatment
It is useless for farmers to attempt treatment of a fistula of the withers or poll. There are many reputed cures for the disease, but all are worthless. The application of a salve to the outer skin is useless to relieve a deep-seated infection. Sometimes poultices and blisters are advocated for relief, but they have been found of no value.
The only treatment that has any hope of success is surgical. The animal should be taken to a veterinary hospital where an operation may be performed for the removal of the diseased tissue in the neck or shoulder. The after-care required is long and tedious, frequently requiring several months for a complete cure. If the affected animal is not of great value, one should hesitate before going to the expense and inconvenience of the operation.
QUITTOB
Quittor is a disease very much like fistulous withers and poll-evil, but the infection is located in the foot. The cause is also the same, being usually due to an injury of some kind followed by infection and pus formation. Quittor affects the inner structures of the foot, involving both cartilage and bone. This disease is found most in the front feet but may affect all four. Any wound of the coronet or top of the hoof may lead to quittor.
The first symptom noticed is a hot sensitive swelling of the coronet at the top of the hoof. The animal favors the foot and may even refuse to bear any weight on it. After a few days the swelling may come to a head and rupture, discharging pus much like poll-evil. This may continue for some time until the opening heals, only to break out later. There may be more than one opening discharging pus at this place. The infection and diseased tissue is inside of the hoof wall, but the pus finds its way to the surface through a canal or fistula.
After quittor becomes well established, it is one of the most difficult diseases to treat satisfactorily. When taken